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This Plan sets out.the views, aspirations, preferences and plans that the
peoplé€ of Doynton intend to pursue in the next decade.

It is the culmination of eighteen months of work'in which most of the parishioners
have participated. The survey is representative of all sections of the community.
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Doynton Today

Doynton is a small parish on the edge of
the Cotswold escarpment in which farming
has traditionally been the dominant
activity. The community was largely self
sufficient over the centuries but the
changes over the past 50 years have
altered the demographic make-up of the
Parish. Farming is now only practiced by a
few families and the majority of the
working population are employed in Bath
or Bristol. There are currently 140 houses
in the Parish and an estimated population
of about 320.

Part of the parish has been incorporated
into the Cotswold Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty and the village itself has
conservation area protection. The rural
setting of the Parish is much valued by
Doynton parishioners.

The increased reliance on the car and the
decline in rural bus services have led to a
situation where parishioners are mainly
dependent on their own transport to
commute to work or school and for leisure
and entertainment. This has contributed to
a decline in the services provided in the
Parish itself. Nevertheless Doynton does
have a busy pub, an active Country Market
twice a month, a post office for 2 hours a
week, a mobile library service, a toddler
group, a church and several small
businesses.

The Parish has an active social calendar
focussed on various events at the Village
Hall and a popular Summer Fete which
attracts many outside visitors. It remains a
close-knit active community, which warmly
welcomes newcomers.
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A Parish Plan for Doynton

Communities are growing and changing all
around us. Most people have strong views
on whether this change is for the better or
the worse. Parish Plans arose out of the
Government's 2000 Rural White Paper and
to provide communities with an
opportunity to manage their local
environment. They give everyone in a
community the opportunity to influence the
development of their surroundings and are
intended to be evolving documents,
outlining how a community would like to
develop over the next ten years. Hundreds
of Parish Plans have been completed and
this direct action by communities has
improved the way their local areas have
developed.

In this context the Doynton Parish Plan is a
summary of the views of the parishioners
and expresses their opinions and hopes for
the way the Doynton will develop over the
coming years. It is the result of the work
of a number of volunteers who have
collected the thoughts and opinions of
those currently living and working within
the parish.

The aim of the document is to make clear
to those responsible for the future
development of South Gloucestershire,
what we expect from them, what we feel is
important to us to enable the village to
flourish. We hope it highlights the things
we find good about the Parish but also
expresses our dissatisfaction when we feel
that our community has not received the
support and infrastructure it deserves.
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Parish Plan Process

In early 2008 some members of the
Doynton Parish Council and a few other
residents of the Parish discussed the idea
of producing a Parish Plan. They noted
that many other parishes around the
country had already taken this initiative.
The South Gloucestershire Council and
Community Action gave encouragement for
Doynton to produce a Parish Plan and
funding was provided by Quartet
Community Foundation and the Doynton
Parish Council.

In March 2008 a circular was sent to
everybody in the Parish advising them of
the intention to produce a Doynton Parish
Plan and to ask for suggestions on how
they wanted Doynton to develop in the
future. A community meeting was held in
April 2008 and it was well attended. A
number of people indicated their
willingness to help prepare the Plan and
the Parish Plan Steering Group was formed
in early June.

A Constitution for the Parish Plan Steering
Group was drafted and passed in July 2008
and the team then set about the first stage
of the Parish Plan process - widespread
consultation with all members of the
community.

From July to October 2008 there were lots
of consultations so that the views and ideas
of everybody in the Parish could be
captured. Meetings of the under 18s and
the various groups already operating in the
Parish were held to canvas opinion on the
future development of the Parish. Well over
200 suggestions were received and
documented.

In order to ascertain support for the
suggestions that arose from the
consultations, a questionnaire was
prepared on the following lines:

® Background information was requested
on age groups and location but
anonymity was maintained

e More than 70 questions were asked,
these were divided up into various
categories

e Parishioners were asked to specify the
categories they considered most
important

A “Launch Meeting” was held with the
community in mid March 2009 and the
questionnaire was then distributed to
every person in the Parish by a team of
volunteers.

An analysis of the results and comments
was carried out and an Action Plan
prepared according to the wishes of the
community. This was done in close
consultation with the Doynton Parish
Council.

This Parish Plan document was then
prepared with the objective of being a
summary of the views, aspirations and
preferences of parishioners - an Action
Plan for the future.
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Key Findings

A total of 237 people completed the Parish
Plan Questionnaire. This represents more
than 75% of the estimated population of
Doynton Parish and consequently it can be
asserted that the results of the
Questionnaire have authority. The main
message coming through the responses is
that for most of us Doynton is a special
place to live and work. We want to keep it
that way through conservation and gradual
improvement, rather than through radical
changes. The countryside and the
appearance of the Parish were rated as the
most important issues with traffic the
second most important, crime /anti-social
behaviour third, shopping fourth and
indoor leisure fifth.

Environmental Issues
Protecting the Conservation Area and

keeping open spaces were considered the
most important element in preserving the
rural environment and character of the
Parish. The majority thought that the
number of houses in Doynton should stay
about the same or increase by no more
than 10. There was widespread concern
that the character of the village would be
damaged if more houses were to be built.
Fly-tipping was considered to be a problem
but litter was thought to be less of an
issue.

Community Services
Most people were satisfied with available

health services but there were some
suggestions for improvements. Some felt
that disabled facilities in the Parish needed
improvement.
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Flooding and drainage are still significant

issues in the village.
Refuse services were considered adequate

but there was a desire for a plastics
recycling facility to be made available.
There is a record of petty crime in the
Parish and an increase in anti-social
behaviour / vandalism which is causing
concern. Parishioners identified a need for
increased policing and a Neighbourhood
Watch Scheme. Speeding has been
recognised as a significant problem, as has
the Pool Farm junction on the A420. People
felt this needs to be improved.

Parish Amenities
A need to improve communications in the

Parish was identified and shortcomings in
the broadband and mobile phone coverage
were highlighted. Interest was shown in the
establishment of a shop / café and
increased availability of the Post Office.
There was some support for gas to be
brought to the village and for bulk buying
of oil. Very few people use the local bus
due to inadequate services, in particular
regular buses to Bath would be popular.
Interest was shown in Dial-a-Ride and in
the establishment of shared and voluntary
car schemes.

Expanding Leisure Activities
The need was expressed for extra space for

outdoor recreational and sporting activities
and lots of interest was shown in
participating. There is a desire for an off-
road cycle / walking track to Wick and for
improved maintenance of existing
footpaths. The allotments are a success
and more appear to be needed. There is a
real lack of activities for young people and
this needs to be addressed. There was
much interest in the idea of modernising
the village hall and in particular opening
the back to access the garden.



Action Plan

The findings from the Questionnaire were
used to produce an Action Plan, and
potential external partners have been
identified to help with implementation.
The Plan is shown on pages 6 and 7.
However nothing can be achieved without
enthusiastic volunteers from the Parish.

What Happens Next ...

This Parish Plan has taken eighteen months
to develop and represents the first step in
the future development of the village.

We hope that it will be a living, working
document, which may be updated to reflect
the changing views and aspirations of the
Parish and its community.

It is not the role of the Parish Council to
provide the resources to carry out all the
Plan's actions, the majority are rightly to be
undertaken by the Parishioners who
requested them. Many have offered to help
on the various volunteer groups needed to
implement the Action Plan.

Members of the Parish Plan Steering Group
have offered to oversee each of the Action
Plan categories to monitor progress and
coordinate efforts to help make things
happen.

It is likely that the volunteer groups will
form a separate “Parish Plan
Implementation Group”, and that this will
work closely with the Doynton Parish
Council to implement that Action Plan.

It is not too late to help to make a real
difference for the future of the Parish.

If you would like more information, or feel
passionate about something, or just want
to do your bit to bring about the changes
you would like to see, then . ..

e send an email to
doyntonvillage@live.co.uk , or

e contact any member of the Steering
Group

e speak to any Parish Councillor

Reports on progress in the implementation
of the Action Plan will be issued from time
to time, either as separate notices, entries
in the Parish Magazine or through our
website www.doyntonvillage.org
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