Doyuton Parich Pump

Christmas was a joyous season in Doynton. In addition to the
standard church services, there was a huge turnout for the
Nativity walk around the village on Christmas Eve — many
thanks to all those who took part, especially the donkey! On
January 13™, a bunch of brave souls turned out in the cold and
dark to sing wassailing songs, sprinkle apple juice and make a lot
of noise to scare away the evil spirits and encourage another
bumper harvest in the community orchard. It certainly worked
last year!

The Memory Café at Doynton will meet on Thursday February
5" 2-4 p.m., at Doynton village hall. Anyone living with dementia
or memory loss is welcome to attend with a family member or
carer. The cafe is free to attend, thanks to the generous support
of local parish councils, organizations and individuals, and
information leaflets and books are available. Many thanks to our
dedicated volunteers! You can find us on Facebook “The Memory
Cafe at Doynton” or text us on 07817 311001.

Doynton Hard Half Marathon will take place on Sunday
February 8", starting at 11.00 a.m. from the playing field —
600 runners expected this year, so look both ways before you
cross the road! Cakes, savouries and tea/coffee will be on sale in
aid of local charities. Volunteers needed to help on the day and
make cakes etc. — contact Jenny Bartram, tel. 07468 413228,
and please label cake tins clearly with your name. The event is
impeccably organized, as always, but if you have any questions
or concerns, email dhhm [at] emersonsgreenrunningclub.co.uk.

Doynton Village Market: the lead up to Christmas proved to be
very well attended. We would like to say a big thank-you to all of
you who visited us: to us it makes our little market seem special,
and it is always a joy to see new faces as well as our regulars.
This report has been written following the first market of 2026.
Usually we have a slow start to the year, but we were able to
have fresh sausages and pork joints available, and one producer
had put her recent sourdough baking course to the test by

bringing and selling some lovely loaves. We also cater for the
vegetarians and those who are gluten-intolerant, and this market
was no exception, with vegetarian/vegan Scotch eggs on sale as
well as the usual pies/pasties/frittatas and a nice cheesecake. It
Is also Seville orange season, and we had some lovely looking
marmalades, as well as our usual preserves and chutneys. Our
very talented crafters produce lovely cards for all occasions, as
well as paintings and knitted and sewn items. The crafters will
often take on commissions, in fact most, if not all, our producers
will make something to order. | mustn't forget the lovely aromas
coming from the wax melts stall, always good as a gift for
someone. Last but not least, we always seem to have a full
vegetable table at the start of the market, which is invariabl%/
empty come the end. The next markets are on February 7'
and 21" and March 7™ and 21%!, we hope to see you there!

Doynton and Wick WI enjoyed a delicious Christmas meal at the
Cross House in December, and then met up again at Wick
Chapel in January for an evening of stories and songs from the
shows performed by professional actor Ben Stock, who was
brought up in Wick and still calls many of the audience “Auntie”.
At the next meeting on Wednesday February 11" (7.30 p.m. in
Doynton village hall), Dominic Cleverdon will give a talk on
orchids. The competition is “an orchid”, and there will be a sales
stall — bring along the fruits of your post-Christmas decluttering!

Don’t forget the Seed swap and plant sale, which will take place
on Saturday March 14™ in the village hall. The event will include
not just seeds, but also seedlings, bulbs, tubers, flowers, herbs,
etc., as well as garden equipment for you to take in exchange for
a donation to charity (tools/garden equipment, garden ornaments,
ceramic or plastic pots (large ones only) gardening books,
magazines, bird tables, bird houses or feeders, hanging baskets,
etc. — all in good working order please). The knife sharpener will
be in attendance. Please bring along seeds, unused/partially
used seed packets and spare plants and seedlings, or contact
Jane Girling to arrange collection (07920 258844).

Advance notice of a film evening on Saturday March 21° in the
village hall. More details later!



